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Examining the Influence of Platform Affordances, Cultural Norms, and the Spread of Misinformation in Global Contexts
The UCD School of English, Drama and Film at University College Dublin is pleased to offer a 4-year doctoral scholarship under the supervision of Dr. Diretnan Dikwal-Bot. The award includes a stipend of €22,000 per annum (for a maximum of four years, renewable each year subject to satisfactory progress), full fee waiver (EU and non-EU), and an annual €4,000 research allowance. For more information about the School, please go to https://www.ucd.ie/englishdramafilm/ .You can find Dr Dikwal-Bot’s research profile here: https://people.ucd.ie/diretnan.dikwal-bot 
Research Focus

The scholarship aims to support a research project investigating the spread of misinformation across varied socio-cultural environments. Areas of study may include, but are not limited to, the influence of cultural norms on susceptibility to misinformation; how platform design affects cultural perceptions of news credibility; how different cultures respond to misinformation campaigns, including debunking tactics; the role of digital literacy in building resilience against misinformation; and the effect of misinformation on public policy decisions. While candidates have the freedom to choose their specific study context or countries, comparative analyses between the global North and South are strongly recommended.

Application process

In order to apply, please complete an online University Postgraduate application available at: http://www.ucd.ie/registry/prospectivestudents/admissions/graduateapplicants/applying/ by 5th April 2024.  You will need to submit the following:

· Personal statement and CV (as one document); 

· proof of English-language proficiency if English is not your first language (minimum of 8 IELTS); 

· writing sample (e.g. an essay or section of MA dissertation);

· 2 academic references;

· academic transcripts;

· and a proposal (1000-1500 words, based on the suggested topics, outlining aims, objectives, research questions, focus area, and methodology). 

Applicants are strongly advised to contact Dr Diretnan Dikwal-Bot in advance of submitting an application.

Applications will be reviewed by a committee at School level, and a shortlist of candidates will be invited for interview by the week beginning 15th April. All awards will commence in September 2024, and it is a requirement that applicants have been awarded a master’s degree before commencing the PhD studentship.

Additional information to help applicants in the application process can be found below.

﻿Candidate Profile

· Background in Media and Communications, Journalism, Sociology, Psychology, or related fields.

· Interest in qualitative or mixed-method research approaches.

· Strong academic record, with a Master's degree (2:1 or above or equivalent GPA) in relevant disciplines.

· Familiarity with key literature in misinformation studies.

· Experience in conducting independent research.

· Exceptional communication skills, both oral and written.

· Open to all nationalities and backgrounds.

Responsibilities of the Scholar

· Completion and defense of a PhD thesis in Digital Media Studies, adhering to UCD's academic standards.

· Production of research outputs and participation in conferences related to the doctoral research.

· Collaboration with the supervisor on combined research areas, aiming for individual and joint research publications.

· Active participation in seminars, workshops, and events relevant to the project within the School and across UCD.

· Engagement in UCD’s structured PhD program, completing 30 ECTS credits.

· Involvement in teaching and tutor training activities during the study period.

Additional Information

When making an application, bear in mind the following: 

1. Your academic references should be sought from academic staff who are familiar with your work. If possible, they should also have expertise in the area of study you intend to pursue in your research. Academic references are not required for applicants who have graduated in English, Drama or Film from UCD. 

2. Your proposal statement should provide a provisional title for the thesis, explain the central idea, question, or problem you wish to research, and justify the choice of material you intend to study. You should give an indication of how this research might be organised into a thesis, outlining how the thesis might be divided into chapters. It may be useful to consult successful PhD theses for ideas about how to organise a thesis into chapters. You should also give an indication of how you expect your research to contribute to knowledge on your chosen topic and in wider fields of study. You should explain what methodologies will be used in the course of your research, and also what resources you may need to consult or use. 

3. Your bibliography should provide a list of the major publications on the topic you wish to research, or in the general area of your research. This should indicate that you have conducted a preliminary survey of existing research, and understand how your research might build upon existing research and scholarship.

